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The DMEA's Annual Halloween Festival was held at Memorial 
Field on Saturday, October 28.  We were joined by Douglaston 
Local Development Corporation (DLDC), who hosted a fun craft 
table and Divine Wisdom, who offered face painting. Our haunted 
forest delighted the attendees, as did our first time "Birds of Prey" 
exhibition. Families loved seeing live eagles and other birds up 
close.  Many of these birds call our shoreline and  Little Neck Bay 
home. We also held a costume contest, with categories such as best 
homemade costume and best pet costume. And, we held our apple 
pie contest, with a judge from the new bakery by the Little Neck 
train station, Fern and Aurora Dessert Shop. 

DMEA HALLOWEEN 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT (BELOW THE FOLD)

Occupant or Current Resident

Do234-21 41st Avenue
Douglaston, NY 11363

Board Members
Catherine Bealin

Mary Alice Dadras
Aline Euler

Kevin Gaffney

Rebecca Gellos
Kathrine Mueller

Anne Ronan
Jamie Sutherland

Catherine Touwsma
Joe Warren

Kevin Wolfe

Douglas Manor Environmental Association

Dear Neighbors,

The DMEA Board has had a busy and successful year in the midst of
the pandemic. We received wonderful news about our biggest, longest
running project – the Big Rock Wetland Restoration Project–which
brought an unprecedented $904,000 to Douglas Manor. The funds
from two different sources were granted to DMEA’s partner, Save the
Sound, to construct the first phase of a wetlands restoration and Living
Shoreline project.The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Long
Island Sound Futures Fund granted The DMEA and our partner, Save
the Sound, funding to construct the first phase of a wetlands restoration
and living shoreline project. More about this amazing work and gift
is in our newsletter

In the warmer months of 2021, we were able to engage in a number
of outdoor events:

In an effort to help our community reduce and reuse, The DMEA
organized a neighborhood yard sale. Twenty houses participated and
the weather cooperated–giving us a nice sunny day for people to walk,
bike or drive around the neighborhood searching for treasures and
catching up with their neighbors. We hope to do this again in 2022.

We stayed up late on several summer nights to engage in the Cornell
Cooperative Extension Horseshoe Crab counting and tagging project.
Send us an email at info@thedmea.org if you are interested in joining
us this June to help with the 2022 count!

We catalogued gingko trees for the Smithsonian Institute's Citizen
Fossil Atmospheric Gingko Tree Project. Gingkos are one of the oldest

living tree species in the world -- first appearing on our planet
290 million years ago.

The DMEA partnered with The Trust for Public Land on designing
a wetlands themed playground at PS 98.

We worked with elected officials in an effort to pass local legislation
that would curtail the use of loud, gas powered leaf blowers, to promote
a cleaner and quieter environment.

Our popular Memorial Field Halloween event with the PS 98 PTA
was rained out, but we were able to join the Zion Church to distribute
candy and composting information to neighborhood families.

We enjoyed making crepes and explaining our Big Rock Project
to the community during the Douglaston Local Development
Corporation's Winter Festival in the Douglaston Plaza.

The DMEA also kept up our social media accounts, please follow
us on Instagram at thedmeaorg or on Facebook at Douglas Manor
Environmental Association and our new website thedmea.org

We wouldn't have been able to accomplish any of this without
your support. Your funding is crucial to our efforts for preservation,
beautification, mitigation and education.Your tax deductible contribution
to the DMEA ensures that we can continue to protect and improve our
natural coastal environment.

Please see the center fold to forward your tax deductible contribution.
We are grateful for whatever donation you can afford in these trying times.

Sincerely,
Mary Alice Dadras
President, Douglas Manor Environmental Association
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On Saturday, December 9th, the Douglas Manor Environmental 
Association was excited to participate in the Annual Douglaston 
Local Development Corporation (DLDC) Winter Festival at the 
Douglaston Station Plaza.

A sunny winter day encouraged our neighbors to bring their 
holiday spirit to enjoy music, magic, ice skating, vendors, and 
great food. DMEA Board member Catherine Touwsma brought 
her amazing homemade palmier cookies and Mary Alice Dadras 
and Katherine Mueller shared their homemade chocolate chip 
cookies and brownies, respectively.  We also offered hot cider for 
sale.  

The DMEA was on hand to share the details of our work, 
highlighting our Big Rock Project, which will start construction 
this year.

WINTERFEST 2023
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The DMEA was on hand to share the details of our work, 
highlighting our Big Rock Project, which will start construction 

Greeting State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky
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Scan the QR code to 
visit our website

 info@thedmea.org
Editor, Jamie Sutherland

March 2024

Dear Neighbors:

As we kick off 2024, the Douglas Manor Environmental Association, Inc (DMEA), is looking forward to the start of 
construction of the Big Rock restoration project, which will help us prevent shoreline erosion, mitigate property 
flooding and help avoid road collapse. Together with Save Our Sound, we received $4M in design and construction 
funding and we are pleased that the repairs will be entirely free to the Douglas Manor community.

In October of last year, we were greatly saddened to lose DMEA board member Mike Gannon, a great friend and 
champion of Douglas Manor and the environment. We are honored by the donations you have sent in his name, 
which will go toward planting a tree in his memory and the establishment of a scholarship for local youth studying 
environmental causes. 

Throughout the year, the DMEA has raised environmental awareness at several events over the year, including:
 hosting our annual Halloween Festival at Memorial Field where families enjoyed learning about the Big 

Rock project and how they could help the environment through daily actions while engaging in games, 
contests and crafts, and meeting real live Birds of Prey, which frequent our shoreline

 joining the Douglaston Local Development Corporation's WinterFest to sell cookies and hot cider
 planting daffodil bulbs at Station Plaza
 counting and tagging horseshoe crabs with the Cornell Cooperative Extension

We wouldn’t have been able to accomplish any of this without your support. Your funding is crucial to our efforts 
for preservation, beautification, mitigation and education. Your tax deductible contribution to the DMEA ensures 
that we can continue to protect and improve our natural coastal environment. We ask for a contribution of $100, 
but are grateful for any contribution you can make.

Sincerely,
Mary Alice Dadras
President
Douglas Manor Environmental Association, Inc.
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