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CORING FIELD STUDY OF DOUGLAS MANOR MARSH

The Doug]as Manor Environmental Association _ in time the sediments were laid down. Ms. Weaver
is suPPorting field research of the marsh north of and Dr. Bennington have extracted some narrow
Memorial Field to better understand the area's
H’storg Prior to the marsh's invasion bg Common
Reed (Phragmi’ccs aus’cra!is)J the tall grass you

(3" or5cm) cores of mud and other sediments
below and have brought them back to the lab
for ana!gsis) loo‘cing for distinctive sediment
see from the roadside. Unclerstanclingthc original lagcrs (organic mud, c!ag, silt,sancb and remains
marsh that existed before the invasion of the of Plant or bits of shells, to getan idea of what
Phragmi’ces is essential in helPing us to preserve environmental conditions existed Prior to the
and Pro’cect the marsh that surrounds Douglas modern growth of Phragmites.
Manor.

The DMEA has been workingwith Louise

Harrison of Conservation & Natural Areas Planning,

Based on initial results, the Hofstra

rescarchers mag return ]COF a SCCOI’ICl set O]C

= cores. You can see the coring process in avideo
\ taken at another Long Island location at
| htq)s://www.youb.xbe.com/watch?v:JgWo7wB6hg.

Ms. Weaver has agreed to Presen’c the results of

since last sPring and she has hell:)ed us to obtain
the volunteer services of Dr. J. Bret Bennington,
Hofstra University Professor of Geologg, Environ-
ment and Sustainabilitg, and his student, Emﬂy
Weaver, a senior at Hofstra. Their imporl:ant work

| the stucly to our communitg sometime this winter.
We're g:"atcgul for Hofstra's assistance and look

involves coringinto the sediment of the marsh forward to sharing of the results with the
(eg mud, sand, silt, c!ag) for alook back in time.

The further down the core extends, the earlier —Jamie Sutherland

¢
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WINTER 2015 NEWSLETTER OF THE DMEA

AMENDMENTS TO WATER QUALITY
STANDARDS REGULATIONS ~

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE \

Asthe year comes toa close, it seems an

CLASSIAND CLASS SD
SALINE SURFACE WATERS

aPProPriate time to reflect on the accomplislﬂ-

ments of the Douglas Manor Environmental

Association. We have continued our tree Plan’cing !
) — The NYS DEC has amended Parts 70l and

} 703 of Title 6 of the Official Compilation of
CoclesJ Rules, and Regulations of the State
of New York (6NYCRR). This rulcmakingwas
necessary to meet the "swimmable” goal of the
federal Clean Water Act.
>\ These amendments rccluirc that the qualitg

program, reccntlg rcPIacinga number of trees |
that did not survive this very drg and difficult ‘{

summer. T"]US Far we have PIaI’ItCCl aPProximately

100 trees, and hoPe to continue replacing trees
lost in recent storms. © A committee has been
formed to study the historg of the salt marsh
north of Memorial Field, in preparation foran of Class 1 and Class SD saline surface waters
aPPIication to the Long Island Sound Futures K suitable for primary contact recreation,
Fund for Possib[e restoration of these wetlands. such as swimming The amendments also
establish standards for total and fecal

o The !ong awaited Shore Road reconstruction
coliforms to Protcct these waters for contact

Project has Fina”g begun and we have remained
in contact with the DMA committee, intcnding to

‘A ~recreation.
work with New York City agencies overseeing new '#ﬂ; These chan ges went into effect on
o v
| ,- ! &

November 4, 2015 and will force NYC DEP to
take action to bring the water in the southern
end of the Little Neck Bay, classified as SD,
into compliance with the rest of the ba9 which
is class SB. Class SA, the Sound east of
Manhasset, means you can swim and eat the

landscapinga{:ter construction has been
completed. « Our annual Halloween Haunted

Forest celebration at Memorial Field was once
again a great success as described in the article
]35 Carol Panagj, with Photos 135 Manfred Tichter.

* Thereis an ongoing controversy rcgarcling leat shellfish. Class SB means swimming but no

blowers, per the recent DMA Newsletter. We eating of shellfish (clams, oysters, mussels,

have included an informative rePort on this or crabs) .

—~Mike Gannon

Problem written 133 Melanie McGillick that we ’
strongly suggest you read. SPecial thankstoall
the volunteers who have made this a year of
accomplishmcnts for us. To show your aPPrecia~
tion and hell:) us continue our initiatives, Please
consider malcinga generous tax deductible
contribution to the DMEA, as this is our onlg
source of Funcling.

Sincerelg,
George Schmidt

B g = ik g -
Photo from the Coring Field Study article on reverse side.
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HAPPY...HAPPY ... HALLOWEEN!H

On October 24th 2015 The Douglas Manor
Environmental Association Put on the 3rd
Annual Haunted Forest. The location of the event, 8
Memorial Field and OsPreg Lancling, was at oPtimal :
temPerature as the day remained cool and clrg. The
event offered the children of the communitg achance S

to dress up as their favorite Halloween characters
and have a lot of fun. The event’s COl‘IOSt, PS 98,
suPPlied the food and drink at a small Price which
went towards the 5tl1 grade fundraiser. The DU l<ePt

I

™, 0

the children entertained with games, music, and clancing.
Prizes were awared to each gencler and age category for
best costume—adult Prizes included. In addition to the
costume contest, an aPPle Pie contest was l’lClCl, after
which the slices of Pie were sold to l"lClP raise money for
the Douglas Manor Environmental Association. The $5

TREE REMOVAL, PRUNING & PLANTING

The summer of 20151is gone but 1 think we'll all agree that
itwas a remarl<al3l5 beautiful one. This was, lwowever, a drg
season which stressed our trees and garclens, esPeciallg
the new street trees that the DMEA recentlg Plantecl. After
some reminders and rodding, most residents l<ePt our
geen water laags atthe base of their new tree filled at proper
intervals. We also used the securit9 truck to Pen’odicallg
travel the neigl1l)orl100cl with a Zﬁo-gallon tank to water new
trees that looked troubled. In sPite of these :
efforts we did lose about eiglit trees which
have been replaced.

The New York Citg Parks DePar'tment has
removed dead and comPromisecl treesand |
Prunecl others alongSl*iore Road in prepa-
ration for its reconstruction. UPon comPle~
tion of the Project) tl'iey will Plant new trees

‘) 3

Shtrance fee also contributed to this organization, as
well as Provicle for future environmental Projects inour
Mgommunitg.

.. ‘& The DMEA would like to thank the chair of this

vent, Melanie McGillick for all her hard work as well
s the whole committee. We would also like to thank
e 5tl’i grade Parents of P 98 who gave so gener-

¢ ously of their time and ooclies——esPeciallg Keli

Del_uca who was the St gracle’s fundraiser. Mang
thanks to all our volunteers-esPeciall3 Lisa and
Mike Gannon for starring as our icrigl'itening Figures in
the forest as well as our Pirate, Tom Oliva who took
on his sword Figl‘its with such valor!i! 1f you would like
to take part in this event next year, Please contact
the DMEA at the DMA office. Volunteers are alwaus
needed to l’ielP decorate the forest. We look forward
to l’iavingthis wonderful event againin the coming years.
Qur communitg events are onlg made Possil)le i we
have the community’s ParticiPation and energy.
—Carol Fanagy

as rePlacements for those that were removed. The DMEA
will consult with the Parks DePartment in Planning lanclscaPing
and new tree locations. These efforts are not entirelu
aesthetic in that a mature tree releases up to 1,000 liters of
water vapora dag into the atmosPl1ere accorcling toa
recent fascinating New York Times article about deforesta-
tion and the resu tingdrougﬁt inthe Amazon. Trees l‘IClP
Purily the atmosPliere l)g absorlaing carbon dioxide, clean
water through their roots and Prevent ﬂooding lay stal;ilizing
soil. So thank a tree next time you see one, and l)g all means
Please consider senclinga generous tax
deductible donation to the DMEA to l"lClP
b Us continue the tree Planting, landscaPing
and other programs for the maintenance of
m our bucolic neigl'il)ornoocl Remember, you
are our only source of revenue.

~George Schmidt
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ANGLING IN LITTLE NECK BAY

+0 years ago, tisliing the waters around NYC was
different from what todag‘s fisher folk will find.
Blowfish (Nor‘tl’iern Puffers) were Plentiicul until the 3o
early1970s and tl'ieg allbut disa Pearecl. Flounder -
El be caugl'it quite casily at tE
The goocl news is that Pufters have returned, albeit in

cou e end of our dock.

small numbers but tlweg are back. 1 susPect the Flounder
will be sl*iowing up again—-l*ioPeicullg soon. We can
thank Senator Edmund Muskie and the Federal Clean *
Waters act of 1971 for this. Random dumPing of indus- .’._ ol
trial waste and raw sewage into our waterways is

now a bad memory. That beingsaicl, there are othen ‘:,1. f%“‘? | A
factors that affect tisl'iing in Little Neck Bay. £ o '«K ' .#1 ;é =
Weather, wind and tide and other environmental vl 9 y :_ll' f
factors dictate how goocl or bad the tisl’iingin any *3: § ;p# i

gjven season will be. This year, the beg’nningottl']e E
season was hindered l)g the red/brown tide that
started out east and extended westward to nearlg the

Whitestone Briclge. It ended bu late June and the fish WY |
were bacl<< Tl'ieg weren't Found in any abundance in w
the harbors until late in the season, but tl"le did 'I:g

return. Bunker and Bluefish were plentiful but StriPea ¥
Bass were less so further into the Earl)ors
inclucling Little Neck Bay and neigl'il)on'ng Manhasset
Bau and HemPstead Harbor. Out in the Souncl, near ]
Execution Rock and other shallows in the Sound, v#
Blackfish, Fluke, Flounder, StriPers, Bluefish and J‘T
some others are out there for the catcl‘iing. Crabs
were less abundant this year, PerliaPs due to the 1
earl9 recl/ brown tide. Now that winter is settling inwe :
can all watch the weather and anticiPate what waits for 'Prt .‘ ﬁ
the sPring fishermen and women. i
For us Manor folk we liave, atour cloorsteP, an !/
amazing l)odg of water that we need to cherish and
preserve. We must teach our sons and daugﬁters to Y
respect and use the Sound for all of its gitts and to ﬁ
enioy and treat it with respect as if it were our l)acl<garcl,
wgic% it literallu is! Letthe kids l:isli, sail, windsur‘l:,
aclcllel)oarcl, kagak and motorboat around these
Eeautitul waters. Engage them in all that is available.
The Junior Sailing Program, Power Squaclron classes L
at the Club ancljust being around the dock will
Provicle the kids with skills and memories tlweg will
cherish forever.
—Ron Saar

LEAF BLOWER SURVEY RESULTS

The leaf blower survey numbers are in with an over-
wlﬁelming consensus to have lanclscaPers limit the use
of their leaf blowers. These insidious machines are
constantlg being misused bg neigl"iborliood lanclscaPers.
Itis imPerative thatasa Community, we educate our-
selves, onthe negative health effects of l)lowing

llutants into the air, the uncomfortable noise nuisance
thatis generatecl by constant use and most imPortantlg,
what can we do to create cliange and introduce a more
health conscious aPProacli to our lanclscaPing needs.

Gas Powered leaf blowers are very harmful to our
environment and have a negative health effect on our
bodies. Leaf blowers literallu scour the Earth, stripping
off top soll, l<illingvital soil-clwelling organisms, ProPelling
air clouds of dirt, dust, dangerous contaminants such as
mold and tungal spores, molecules of toxic chemicals
PeoPle sprinkle on their lawns and trees and fecal urinarg
matter o‘rE animals. Some of the Particulate matter is blown
into the street~straigl1t into our water drains! Eventuallg
these toxins and other unwanted material clePosit into
our waterways. Accorclingto the Mount Sinai School of
Medicine Pediatric Environmental Health SPecialtg Unit,
gas Powerecl leaf blowers pose multiPle health threats.
Tl1e9 include sPreaclingairlaorne Particles, which can
Provol<e asthma and other resPiratorg diseases .
Accorclingto a rePort from GreenwiclﬁCALM.org, every
doctor affiliated with the Mt. Sinai Children’s Environmental
Health Centerin NYC 5ignecl aletter submitted on
4/22/2010 l)g the Mt. Sinai HosPital suPPor‘ting
ProPosecl restrictions on leaf blowers in Eastchester NY.

Heat comPouncls the negative health effects. Dun'ng
the summer months Particulate Pollution is at its worst.
Accorclingto Greenwl'iicliCALM.org aPProximately 5 lbs
of Particulate matter per leaf blower are blown into the air
and can take hours or even clags to settle. These Particu—
ates aggravate allergies. You can visit the EPAs website
about health imPacts of Particulate matter:
www.ePa.gov/ air/| ParticlePollution. Restrictingtlﬁe use
of leaf blowers cluringtlie summer months is a reasonable
recluest. Itis unnecessary to use a leaf blower beneath
sl‘irule, between l'iedges and around tree trunks.

As a communitg we need to opena dialogue with our
local lanclscaPers, collectivelg introduce other oPtions
and imPlement cleaner Practices that will l“lClP protect our
families and the environment both now and in the future.

—~Melanie McGillick



